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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Fox et al. (US 
6,851,047). 

3. With respect to claim 1 , figure 2 of Fox teaches a programmable logic device comprising: 
volatile memory (configuration memory in 201, see column 4, lines 40-42) adapted to 

configure the programmable logic device for its intended function based on configuration data 
stored by the volatile memory; 

non-volatile memory (203, see column 4, line 50-60) adapted to store data which is 
transferable to the volatile memory to configure the programmable logic device; 

a first data port (JTAG) adapted to receive external data for transfer into either the 
volatile memory or the non-volatile memory; and 

a second data port (CPU 206) adapted to receive external data for transfer into either the 
volatile memory or the non-volatile memory. 
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4. With respect to claims 2, 16 and 29, the apparatus of Fox teaches control logic (figure 2 
shows control circuit system bus 205) adapted to transfer the data from the non-volatile memory 
to the volatile memory to configure the programmable logic device. 

5. With respect to claims 3 and 17, the apparatus of Fox teaches core logic adapted to be 
configured by the configuration data stored in the volatile memory (see column 1, lines 35-40). 

6. With respect to claim 4, apparatus of Fox teaches the volatile memory comprises static 
random access memory (Xilinx FPGA uses RAM for configuration memory) and the non- 
volatile memory comprises flash memory (EEPROM, see column 4, line 10). 

7. With respect to claims 6, 28 and 30, Fox teaches the first data port is a JTAG port (102) 
and the second data port is a CPU port (206). 

8. With respect to claims 7 and 15, the apparatus of Fox supports an IEEE 1 149.1 standard, 
with the external data transferred to the non-volatile memory and/or the volatile memory via an 
IEEE 1532 programming mode or to the non- volatile memory via a background programming 
mode. 

9. With respect to claim 8, the apparatus of Fox teaches the external data is transferred 
through the second data port to the volatile memory via a system configuration mode, to the non- 
volatile memory directly, and/or to the non-volatile memory via a background programming 
mode (see figure 2). 

10. With respect to claim 9, the apparatus of Fox teaches the programmable logic device 
further supports reading back of the configuration data stored in the volatile memory and/or the 
data stored in the non-volatile memory for verification (see figure 3B, 321, has to read data in 
order to check sum). 
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1 1 . With respect to claims 10 and 27, the apparatus of Fox teaches the programmable logic 
device further supports the reading back while the programmable logic device performs its 
intended function based on the configuration data stored by the volatile memory (see column 3, 
lines 25-35, configuration data in memory can be checked while logic is operating). 

12. With respect to claim 1 1, the apparatus of Fox teaches the programmable logic device 
supports transfer of the external data the non-volatile memory while the programmable logic 
device is operable to perform its intended logic functions (same reasoning as claim 10, see 
column 3, lines 25-35). 

13. With respect to claim 12, figures 1 and 2 of Fox teaches a programmable logic device, 
comprising: 

static random access memory (configuration memory in 201) adapted to configure the 
programmable device for its intended function based on configuration data stored by the static 
random access memory; 

flash memory (203) adapted to store data which is transferable to the static random access 
memory to configure the programmable device; 

a JTAG port (102, figure 1) adapted to receive external data for transfer into either the 
static random access memory or the flash memory; 

a CPU port (206) adapted to receive external data for transfer into either the static 
random access memory or the flash memory; and 

means (207) for transferring the external data received by the JTAG port or the CPU port 
to the static random access memory or the flash memory. 
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14. With respect to claim 13, figure 2 of Fox teaches the means (207, see column 6) 
comprises: 

a background mode adapted to transfer the external data from the JTAG port to the flash 
memory or transfer the external data from the CPU port to the flash memory; 

a programming mode adapted to transfer the external data from the JTAG port to the 
flash memory and/or to the static random access memory; and 

a system configuration mode adapted to transfer the external data from the CPU port to 
the static random access memory. 

1 5. With respect to claim 14, the apparatus of Fox teaches the background mode and the 
programming mode are further adapted to support readback of data stored in the flash memory 
and the static random access memory (see column 6, lines 45-51). 

16. With respect to claims 1 8-24 and 31-35, the methods therein are inherent given the 
apparatus of Fox as shown in the above rejections. 

17. With respect to claim 25, figures 1 and 2 of Fox teaches a programmable logic device 
comprising: 

volatile memory (configuration memory in 201) adapted to configure the programmable 
logic device (201) for its intended function based on configuration data stored by the volatile 
memory; 

non-volatile memory (203) adapted to store data which is transferable to the volatile 
memory to configure the programmable logic device; and 

a CPU port (port connected to 206) adapted to receive external data for transfer into 
either the volatile memory or the non- volatile memory. 
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1 8. With respect to claim 26, the apparatus of Fox teaches the volatile memory comprises 
static random access memory and the non-volatile memory comprises flash memory. 

Claims 1-4 are rejected again using different elements for the 
purpose of rejecting claim 5. 

19. With respect to claim 1, figures 1 and 2 of Fox teaches a programmable logic device 
comprising: 

volatile memory (configuration memory in 201) adapted to configure the programmable 
logic device for its intended function based on configuration data stored by the volatile memory; 

non-volatile memory (103, figure 1) adapted to store data which is transferable to the 
volatile memory to configure the programmable logic device; 

a first data port (JTAG) adapted to receive external data for transfer into either the 
volatile memory or the non- volatile memory; and 

a second data port (CPU 206) adapted to receive external data for transfer into either the 
volatile memory or the non- volatile memory. 

20. With respect to claim 5, Fox teaches the non-volatile memory store security bits (see 
column 5, lines 24, 25). 

2 1 . Claiml -35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e) as being anticipated by Tsui et al. 
(6,828,823). 

The applied reference has a common assignee with the instant application. Based upon 
the earlier effective U.S. filing date of the reference, it constitutes prior art under 35 U.S.C. 
102(e). This rejection under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) might be overcome either by a showing under 37 
CFR 1.132 that any invention disclosed but not claimed in the reference was derived from the 
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inventor of this application and is thus not the invention "by another," or by an appropriate 
showing under 3 7 CFR 1.131. 

22. With respect to claim 1 5 figures 1-3 of Tsui teach a programmable logic device 
comprising: 

volatile memory (104) adapted to configure the programmable logic device for its 
intended function based on configuration data stored by the volatile memory; 

non-volatile memory (102) adapted to store data which is transferable to the volatile 
memory to configure the programmable logic device; 

a first data port (JTAG connected to 206 of figure 2) adapted to receive external data for 
transfer into either the volatile memory or the non- volatile memory; and 

a second data port (JTAG connected to 210 of figure 2) adapted to receive external data 
for transfer into either the volatile memory or the non-volatile memory. 

23. With respect to claim 2, figure 2 of Tsui discloses control logic (figure 2 shows control 
circuit to transfer signal from 202 to 204) adapted to transfer the data from the non- volatile 
memory to the volatile memory to configure the programmable logic device. 

24. With respect to claim 3, the apparatus of Tsui teaches core logic adapted to be configured 
by the configuration data stored in the volatile memory (see column 1, lines 40-55). 

25. With respect to claim 4, figures 1-3 of Tsui teach the volatile memory comprises static 
random access memory (104) and the non- volatile memory comprises flash memory (EEPROM). 

26. With respect to claim 5 5 the apparatus of Tsui teaches the non-volatile memory 
EEPROM) is further adapted to store security bits that can be set to prevent unauthorized reading 
of the data from the programmable logic device (see column 3, lines 35-45). 
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27. With respect to claim 6, figure 2 of Tsui teaches the first data port is a JTAG port (206) 
and the second data port is a CPU port (210). 

28. With respect to claim 7, the apparatus of Tsui supports an IEEE 1 149.1 standard, with the 
external data transferred to the non-volatile memory and/or the volatile memory via an IEEE 

1 532 programming mode or to the non-volatile memory via a background programming mode. 

29. With respect to claim 8, the apparatus of Tsui teaches the external data is transferred 
through the second data port to the volatile memory via a system configuration mode, to the non- 
volatile memory directly, and/or to the non-volatile memory via a background programming 
mode (see figure 2). 

30. With respect to claim 9, the apparatus of Tsui teaches the programmable logic device 
further supports reading back of the configuration data stored in the volatile memory and/or the 
data stored in the non-volatile memory for verification. 

3 1 . With respect to claims 10 and 27, the apparatus of Tsui teaches the programmable logic 
device further supports the reading back while the programmable logic device performs its 
intended function based on the configuration data stored by the volatile memory (see table 1). 

32. With respect to claim 1 1, the apparatus of Tsui teaches the programmable logic device 
supports transfer of the external data the non-volatile memory while the programmable logic 
device is operable to perform its intended logic functions (see table 1). 

33. With respect to claim 12, figures 1 and 2 of Tsui teaches a programmable logic device, 
comprising: 

static random access memory (104) adapted to configure the programmable device for its 
intended function based on configuration data stored by the static random access memory; 
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flash memory (102) adapted to store data which is transferable to the static random access 
memory to configure the programmable device; 

a JTAG port (302) adapted to receive external data for transfer into either the static 
random access memory or the flash memory; 

a CPU port (304) adapted to receive external data for transfer into either the static 
random access memory or the flash memory; and 

means (circuitry 310, 312, 314) for transferring the external data received by the JTAG 
port or the CPU port to the static random access memory or the flash memory. 

34. With respect to claim 13, apparatus of Tsui teaches the means (310, 312, 314) comprises: 
a background mode adapted to transfer the external data from the JTAG port to the flash 

memory or transfer the external data from the CPU port to the flash memory; 

a programming mode adapted to transfer the external data from the JTAG port to the 
flash memory and/or to the static random access memory; and 

a system configuration mode adapted to transfer the external data from the CPU port to 
the static random access memory. 

35. With respect to claim 14, the apparatus of Tsui teaches the background mode and the 
programming mode are further adapted to support readback of data stored in the flash memory 
and the static random access memory. 

36. With respect to claims 1 8-24 and 31-35, the methods therein are inherent given the 
apparatus of Tsui as shown in the above rejections. 

37. With respect to claim 25, figures 1-4 of Tsui teaches a programmable logic device 
comprising: 
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volatile memory (104) adapted to configure the programmable logic device for its 
intended function based on configuration data stored by the volatile memory; 

non- volatile memory (102) adapted to store data which is transferable to the volatile 
memory to configure the programmable logic device; and 

a CPU port (304) adapted to receive external data for transfer into either the volatile 
memory or the non-volatile memory. 

38. With respect to claim 26, the apparatus of Tsui teaches the volatile memory comprises 
static random access memory and the non-volatile memory comprises flash memory. 

Response to Arguments 

39. Applicant's arguments filed 1 1/28/2005 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

With respect to arguments that the non-volatile memory of Fox does not store data which 
is transferable to the volatile memory to configure the programmable logic device. This is 
incorrect, please read column 4, lines 35-60. This clearly shows the initialization code (consider 
to be part of the configuration data) from 203 is transfer to configuration memory cell (volatile 
memory in 201) 

The same arguments also apply to claims 12, 18 and 25, see column 4, lines 35-60. 

With respect to claim 31, column 1, lines 24-30 of Fox teach the method as claimed. 
Therefore, it is anticipated. The original rejections were correct but it was not entirely clear. 
However, the reference does teach the method as claim and applicant should have read the entire 
reference of Fox. 
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With respect to argument that Tsui simply illustrates figuratively but does not clearly 
spell out the function as claimed by applicant. This argument is not persuasive in that the 
drawing is part of the prior art disclosure. Tsui does disclose the connections and functions as 
claimed. Therefore, the claims are anticipated. 

Conclusion 

40. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 . 1 36(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

41 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Don P. Le whose telephone number is 571-272-1806. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 7AM - 5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Barnie Rexford can be reached on 571-272-1812. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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